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We do not set our prices. The law of supply and demand does that. 
The farmer is a gambler. He is at the mercy of the weather, and of all 
the conditions that affect production and consumption, all over the world. 

If the farmer's profits are to be confiscated, how is he to pay his 
taxes, and the other fellow's too? 

This was the economic reef that wrecked the Roman Empire. Our 
members of Congress are (the most of them) only politicians. They have 
not the remotest idea what they have really done. 

Aside from your article on Mr. Hoover I enjoyed the September num- 
ber. 

W. F. Ramsay. 

Beloit, Victor Star Route, Kan. 

DESPOTIC LABOR LEADERS 

Sir, — It has occurred to me to suggest to you a topic which I think 
is one of great and pressing importance: the supervision by law of the 
voting by labor organizations either for their own officers or for any 
matter affecting public interests, e. g. strikes. 

A few years ago a working miner in Butte said to a visitor that he 
had worked there all his life, that there were some ten thousand miners, 
all union men, working under contracts with the owners. He said that 
they had a hall (this hall was blown up by some I. W. W. men who were 
at odds with the union officers) which could hold, say, five hundred; that 
when some member at a meeting rose and asked the treasurer to report 
what had been done with the balance of the thirty thousand dollars 
raised by contributions from that body for the strikers at Houghton (the 
Congressional investigation having disclosed that thirteen thousand only 
had been sent), he was struck on the mouth and kicked downstairs; that 
whenever an election of officers was held, those already in office and their 
intimates counted the ballots and consequently could never be removed. 
He said that they made their reports to themselves; that these officers 
appeared to be financially prosperous. 

During the last twelve months in Chicago, a certain labor official was 
convicted of some crime, and on the trial it was disclosed that he was the 
head of a labor union and had amassed the tidy fortune of half a million ! 
It was also disclosed that the local electric light company had paid him 
twenty or thirty thousand dollars for permission to erect a large office 
building and not be stopped by strikes. 

These things suggest the thought that labor union leaders once in 
office can remain in ad libitum, and can, if so disposed, plunder not only 
their own members but blackmail the community. They can announce 
anything they please as to the wishes of their constituents ; they can state 
that ninety per cent are in favor of such and such a strike, whether, as a 
matter of fact, the ninety per cent were opposed to it or not. They can 
do all this because they count the ballots. This suggests the comparison 
of certain days aforetime in the South when the negro votes were counted 
by the white men. 

Would not every honest member of a union welcome the interference 
of outsiders to supervise all the voting? Suppose State laws should be 
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enacted providing for every labor union to register with the county re- 
corder its name, objects, and officers, and that whenever an election is 
held or a vote on any question affecting outside interests, the county 
judge, recorder, and clerk should be invited to be present to count the 
ballots and make record of the results? 

I think this is an important matter and should be taken up. Your 
magazine would be a good medium through which it could be called to 
the attention of the public. 

Sidney C. Eastman. 
Chicago, III. 



WAR CASUALTIES 

Sir, — May I take the liberty of saying that you have done a great 
service to the country by your timely and convincing " leader " in the 
October number of your Review. 

My own conclusion as to the steady decrease of fatal casualties 
through centuries is identical with yours. Our Civil War was more fatal 
to life, in proportion to numbers, than this one. One of the regiments in 
my brigade at Gettysburg lost 206 out of a total of 306. 

But I am alluding to the whole article when I say it has an exceptional 
value. 

Your view of the emigration danger has been mine for many years. 

Randolph H. McKim, D.D. 
Church of The Epiphany, 
Washington, D. C. 



